Parentinfo asked Andy Robertson, editor of FamilyGamerTV, to explain the PEGI ratings system:
PEGI 3

Games given this rating are considered suitable for all age groups. They may contain some violence
in a comical context or child-friendly setting. There may be nudity if shown in a completely natural
and non-sexual manner, such as breast feeding.

PEGI 7

Games may contain some possibly frightening scenes or sounds. Games can show violence as long as
it's unrealistic and directed towards fantasy characters. There may be some non-realistic violence
towards people or violent actions (eg: bombing of cities or non-human targets.)

PEGI 12

You could see more graphic and realistic looking violence towards fantasy characters. Violence
towards humans mustn't look real unless it's showing trivial injury. Horror, including dread, strong
threat and graphic injuries, is allowed.

Sexual innuendo, sexual posturing, references to gambling and some bad language can also be
shown, although the latter must be mild.

PEGI 16

The game can feature death and injury to humans, including gory and bloody violence if the game is
‘arcade style’ (ie: not too realistic.) Smoking, drinking alcohol, the use of illegal drugs, glamourised
representation of crime and strong bad language can be shown.

It can contain erotic nudity and sexual activity, excluding the showing of genitals.
PEGI 18

These games can show ‘gross’ violence. This includes graphic methods of death or severe injury,
including torture, decapitation and dismemberment, violence against vulnerable characters
(including children), sexual violence and threat.

It may also include ‘criminal techniques’, glamourise illegal drug taking and show sexual activity
featuring visible genitals.

Content labels

As well as the age rating, there are content labels, known as ‘descriptors’, to explain why the game
was given its rating. These black and white images are displayed on the packaging of the game to
indicate the kind of content featured.
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Family zone report on Roblox online game.

Roblox-Keeping up with the latest in online gaming can be a multi-level challenge for parents -
especially when what's ‘cool’ seems to change at the speed of a mouse-click. One of today's most
popular games is also one of the most dangerous. Roblox has been called "the world's most popular
game you've never heard of." In fact, this massive multiplayer online game has recently outstripped
even Minecraft's user numbers. While the game may seem like an innocent digital playground for
children, there are some frightening issues with its online community.

What is Roblox about? Roblox is a vast online platform where kids can create and interact in what
its makers describe as "immersive 3D worlds." Players are given the opportunity to create an avatar
(player) for themselves and allotted a small amount of digital money to rent a house. Money to
furnish and decorate the house requires real world money, with costs adding up fast. A variety of
different outfits are also available to purchase which is a huge drawcard for many young children
who want to make their avatar look as cool as possible. Players who don’t buy upgrades may be
mocked by other players and pressured into spending more.

Why is it such a risk to children? But additional purchases are not the biggest issue with this game -
the social interaction amongst players is. The purpose of Roblox is for players to interact and make
friends. This is achieved by wandering around the online world and stopping to talk with other
players within an unmoderated chat feature. Like any online multiplayer game, there is little to no
control over the types of people or age limits of those playing the game. Despite the fact that strict
chat filters can be activated - blocking inappropriate words and phrases - children are still
susceptible to being targeted by online predators.

This problem isn't unique to Roblox. Far from it. Throughout the online gaming world, wherever
games are marketed to children, online predators lurk. Social games like this are often used as a
platform to lure children away from the game and onto other platforms: eg., Facebook, Snapchat
and even in some cases Skype. Roblox appeals directly children under 12, easy targets who lack the
ability to discriminate between appropriate and inappropriate requests.

The game invites players to explore imaginary worlds of all kinds. Some of these are sexual in nature.
One British dad who decided to check out the game his sons were obsessed with was shocked to
discover avatars having virtual sex, ABC News reported in 2017.

"The chat function poses a real danger to children playing this popular game," explains ySafe
psychologist Jordan Foster, a leading Cyber Expert at Family Zone. "With limited safety measures
embedded within the game, children are open prey for predators to communicate with.

"Consider it similar to sending a child out into a real room filled with strangers, with no barriers in
place to stop people being able to talk to whomever they like.'

For these reasons, Ms. Foster regards Roblox as unsafe for children under the age of 12 and possibly
older children as well.

How can | protect my kids?

As part of Family Zone’s many helpful features, we can block Roblox from your children’s devices,
without blocking other games they may be allowed to play. The lack of moderation (despite
language filters) in the chat feature and uploaded user content leaves children at risk of exposure to
a worrying range of inappropriate adult content, bullying and abuse.

https://www.familyzone.com/schools/blog/is-roblox-dangerous-



